FESTIVAL OVERVIEW

Summer is synonymous with salsa in downtown Oxnard as the 17th Annual Oxnard Salsa Festival takes center stage. The two-day event celebrates everything salsa – the food, the music and the dance. Presented by the Oxnard Downtowners, the award-winning Festival features many of Southern California’s most exciting salsa and Latin jazz bands, non-stop salsa dancing, marketplace shopping, the La Costeña Salsa Tasting Tent, international foods, Kids Korner activities, and Dancing with Our Community Stars Dance Contest & Charity Fundraiser. And, best of all, admission and parking are free!
Date:


July 24 & 25, 2010

               
Time:


11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Place:


Plaza Park, Fifth and “B” Streets




Downtown Oxnard

Admission:

Free Admission – No pets or coolers permitted 
Directions:

By car – 101 Freeway to Oxnard Blvd – follow signs to downtown.
Or, take the train – kids ride half-price and seniors get 15% off on Amtrak.
The train station is just three short blocks from the Festival.
Information:

Festival Information:  805-247-0197 or www.oxnardsalsafestival.com
Visitor Information:  
1-800-2-Oxnard or www.visitoxnard.com

Attractions:

Salsa Music & Dancing
International Foods
Salsa Recipe Contests
Tortilla Art for kids





SPICY FOODS

With salsa tasting and spicy foods on the menu, Festival goers have plenty of opportunities to tantalize their taste buds. Two international food courts feature food vendors and local restaurants serving authentic Mexican tacos, flavorful burritos, gourmet tamales, fresh roasted corn, spicy sausages and barbecue dishes. It’s all topped off with yummy strawberry desserts, funnel cakes and bakery treats. To cool those burning taste buds, a selection of thirst-quenching beverages are offered including Bud Light Lime on tap, ice-cold Pepsi drinks, fresh-squeezed lemonade and fruit smoothies.

In the La Costeña Salsa Tasting Tent, some 500 gallons of specialty salsas will be served up by local restaurants, Mexican markets, and gourmet salsa vendors over two days. Whether your preference is for fresh & fruity, hot & smoky, sweet & spicy or fiery-hot extreme blends – all flavors imaginable are available under one roof making for Ventura County’s “largest salsa bar.” The Salsa Tasting experience is $5 per person, which includes fresh Mission Foods tortilla chips and ten salsa tasting tickets.  

The Great Oxnard Salsa Challenge Amateur Recipe Contest is always a fun way for salsa makers to participate in the annual Festival. The Challenge takes place on Sunday morning, July 25. Judging begins at 11 a.m. followed by the announcement of the winners at 1 p.m. from the Main Stage. Prizes are awarded for the best red, green, and fruit; and hot, medium and mild salsas. An overall winner, “best of the best” takes the grand prize of $150 cash. Pre-registration is required by July 9. Applications are available online at www.oxnardsalsafestival.com. 
SULTRY DANCING

At the Oxnard Salsa Festival, salsa dancing (and watching people dance) is all part of the fun. From the first beat of hot Latin rhythms on Saturday morning to the last note on Sunday night, the large dance floor is filled with dancers of all ages and abilities.

On Sunday, July 24 at 1 p.m., six community “stars” and their professional dance partners take center stage for Dancing with our Community Stars Dance Contest & Charity Fundraiser. This salsa-twist on the hit TV show, Dancing with the Stars, is a Festival favorite. In addition to competing for top honors from the judges, the six couples dance for dollars to raise money for local charities. Festival goers can “vote” by making donations in support of their favorite couple or cause. The roster of stars includes:

· Art Chaparro, Development Director of Aspiranet, dancing for Aspiranet Ventura County with partner, Kelly Richardson;

· Doug Green, Instructor of Nonprofit Management at Pepperdine University and California Lutheran University, dancing for the Social Justice Fund of Ventura County with partner, Vanessa Hernandez; 
· Sandra Laby, Retired Educator, dancing for the Ventura Music Festival Association with partner, Ottis Gillespie;

· Mary Olson, General Manager of KCLU Radio, dancing for KCLU with partner, Hector Sanchez;

· Jax Rains, CEO of the Girl Scouts of California’s Central Coast/Ventura, dancing for Girl Scouts of California’s Central Coast with partner, Jesse “Chuy” Rodriguez;

· Will Reed, Homeless Program Coordinator, City of Oxnard, dancing for St. Vincent de Paul Winter Warming Shelter with partner, Christina Maggio.
This year’s Dancing with our Community Stars is presented by the Oxnard Downtowners in partnership with FOOD Share. In the past three years, this Oxnard Salsa Festival fundraising opportunity has raised more than $115,000 for local charities. 

FIERY MUSIC

                                                                                SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Entertainment on the Festival Main Stage runs continuously from 11 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.
Orquesta La Palabra will set the Festival in motion on Saturday at 11 a.m. Cuban-born “La Palabra” blends multiple musical elements and instruments with rich arrangements to produce his intoxicating island sound. Then, at 2 p.m. the captivating Janeen Puente Orchestra performs for the first time at the Oxnard Salsa Festival.  Granddaughter of the legendary Tito Puente, Janeen and her orchestra are quickly putting their stamp on the west coast music scene with original songs and arrangements delivered in her distinctive style. At 4:45 p.m. Angel Lebron y Su Sabor Latino will bring a dramatic close to the day’s music with their New York City classic street-style salsa. With their Palladium-look, and big band sound, Angel Lebron, and his 14-member band will move you to the dance floor and leave you wanting more. 
The Susie Hansen Latin Band ignites the Festival on Sunday at 11 a.m.  Acclaimed for its unique style with Hansen on the electric violin, the band’s exciting mix of salsa and jazz has made them a Southern California favorite. At 2 p.m., Ricardo Lemvo and his band Makina Loca will make their first appearance at the Oxnard Salsa Festival. Noted for his innovative sound that blends Afro-Cuban rhythms with 
pan-African styles, Lemovo’s five CD’s have been enthusiastically acclaimed by media worldwide.  Closing out the 17th Annual Oxnard Salsa Festival will be the high-energy, hard-edge brand of salsa that makes Orquesta Tabaco y Ron a Southern California favorite. Tabaco y Ron will keep the audience begging for more from 4:45 p.m. ‘til closing.
HOT ATTRACTIONS

Besides great food and music, here is a list of not-to-be-missed hot activities taking place BEFORE and during the two-day celebration …

Before the Festival…

Oxnard Salsa Dash

Get in shape for all the food and fun at the Oxnard Salsa Festival with the 3rd Annual Oxnard Salsa Dash, on Saturday, July 10, at 8 am. This run/walk begins at Heritage Square, and journeys though downtown Oxnard to the wide, charming streets of the Henry T. Oxnard National Register Historic District, and across the finish line at the Plaza Park Pagoda. Proceeds benefit the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.

At the Festival…

Wine Tasting in the Oxnard Wine Garden - NEW!
Three local wineries – Rancho Ventavo Cellars, Magnavino Cellars and Herzog Wine Cellars – are sponsoring the new Oxnard Wine Garden at the Festival. Wine enthusiasts can sample a variety of reds, whites, blushes and a white dessert wine for $6 per glass. The Garden will be located on the north side of the Festival Main Stage.

Kids Korner with Tortilla Art
Kids are invited to play and create in the Oxnard Salsa Festival Kids Korner sponsored by the Huntington Learning Center. At the Art & Music Factory tent, children can paint on tortillas and aprons, and design chile pepper necklaces. Crafts are free; rock climbing and inflatable fun are available for a nominal fee.   
Shopping in the Vendor Marketplace

There’s food, there’s music and there’s also great shopping at the Oxnard Salsa Festival. The Vendor Marketplace includes an eclectic mix of merchants with an array of handmade jewelry, gourmet salsa and sauces, one-of-a-kind fashion wear, succulents, garden art, children’s items and much more. To commemorate their hot experience at the Oxnard Salsa Festival, visitors can stop by the Festival Store to find collectible t-shirts, shot glasses, caps, note cards and official salsa (Mango Tango, Smoky Chipotle, and Red Hot Habanero).
La Costeña Mobile Kitchen

La Costeña, a leading company in high quality canned foods that preserve the essence and flavor of Mexican cuisine, will be at the Festival offering product sampling from their mobile kitchen. They will also host a “Jalapeño Eating Contest”- day at time to be announced.
BEHIND THE SIZZLE  

Seventeen years ago, the idea for an Oxnard Salsa Festival was brought to fruition by a group of downtown merchants with a desire to celebrate Oxnard’s multicultural flavors and agricultural roots. Over the years, as the popularity of salsa music and dance increased, and salsa (the sauce) became the #1 condiment in America, the Oxnard Salsa Festival evolved into a celebration of all things salsa – the food, the music and the dance. Today, the Salsa Festival is Oxnard’s largest free community event, attracting an estimated 45,000 people every summer.

Behind the scenes, Festival organizers, volunteers, downtown merchants, and event sponsors work together to create a top-notch Festival for the community to enjoy.
The 17th Annual Oxnard Salsa Festival is presented by the following sponsors: 


Presenting Organization


The Oxnard Downtowners
            

El Habanero Sponsor


Time Warner Cable

            
Sizzling Sponsor



Gold Coast Broadcasting



Hot! Hot! Hot! Sponsors


Bud Light – Beer Sponsor



Gills Onion – Onion Sponsor              

La Costeña – Salsa Tent Sponsor      

Mission Foods – Chip Sponsor


Ventura County Star                       

Spicy Sponsors
                        

Art & Music Factory                           

Cabo Seafood Grill & Cantina           

Oxnard Downtown Management District 
Herzog Wine Cellars



Magnavino Cellars
Rancho Ventavo Cellars 
Pepsi                



Vallarta Supermarkets



Wells Fargo Home Mortgage
 

Western Federal Credit Union
 

XL5 Productions 
Kids Korner Sponsor 

Huntington Learning Center    

Media Contact:


Janis Flippen


805-389-9495


media@oxnardsalsafestival.com








MAIN STAGE SCHEDULE 2010





Saturday, July 24





11 a.m. to 1 p.m.


Orquesta La Palabra





1:15 p.m. to 1:45 p.m.


Salsa Dance Showcase





2 p.m. to 4 p.m.


The Janeen Puente Orchestra





4:45 p.m. to 6:45 p.m.


Angel Lebron y Su Sabor Latino





Sunday, July 25





11 a.m. to 1 p.m.


Susie Hansen Latin Band





1 p.m. to 2 p.m.


Dancing with Our Community Stars


Dance Contest & Charity Fundraiser





2 p.m. to 4 p.m.


Ricardo Lemvo & Makina Loco





4:45 p.m. to 6:45 p.m.


Orquesta Tabaco y Ron











Zesty Sponsors


Amtrak


Anza Event Rentals


Best Western Oxnard Inn


BG’s Cafe


Centers for Family Health


Dole Food Company


El Oaxaca Restaurant


Lazer Broadcasting


Oxnard Convention & Visitors Bureau


VC Reporter


Ventura Family Chiropractic





Chile Pepper Sponsors


Ace Hardware


Amigos 805.com


First California Bank


International Paper


La Dolce Vita Restaurant


Mehle Printing          


Oxnard Lemon Company


Rabobank





Special Thanks


City of Oxnard


FOOD Share, Inc.


Oxnard City Corps


Team in Training








Event Management by:


Ruth Ballin Marketing & Public Relations








Festival Souvenirs


La Costeña Salsa Tasting Tent                         


Vendor Marketplace	


Beer, Wine & Margarita Gardens
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